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ASAM SAHITYA SABHA
May 19, 1961
Shri Jawaharlal Nehru,
Prime Minister of India
Camp Gauhati Assam

Subject :  The North-East Frontier Agency's education policy ;
(i) Medium of instruction, and appointment and training of teachers
(ii) Assamese script for the tribal language text-books

Revered Sir,

We take the opportunity of your august visit to Assam to-day to have
the privilege of meeting you and placing before you the views of Assam Sahitya
Sabha in the subjects noted above In s0 doing we are mainly conscious
of the feelings of the people of the N. E. F. A, who also seem
to have some misgivings in the same regard.  There has already been a sort
of widespread agitation among the students of this area principally over these
issues.  As these things are vitally connected with this national frontier
of India— Assam and the N. E. F. A, the latter being constitutionally a
part of Assam with which it is uliimately to be merged,—we take it to be oar
duty o bring these to your considerate notice.

Medium of instrction, and appointment and training of teachers.

It was as early as the 18th December 1959 that the Parliamentary
Secretary to the Ministry of External Affairs, in reply to a starred question,
stated in the Lok Sabha: “Preliminary steps are being taken to introduce
Assamese gradully as a medium of instruction in N E . from the commence-
ment of the next school session in March 1961”. This announcement of an
enlightened and realistic policy coming from your Ministry (a bit late though)
was very warmly welcomed in both Assam and the N. E. F. A, But it
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progress. has been slow even when we consider the difficulties in jts way.
True that on occasions the North East Frontier Agency  Directorate of
Education have written to Us 0 use our influence and help them in recruiting
teachers for their schools “in view of introduction of Assamese as medium of
instruction in the schools in North East Frontier Agency.”  But one thing
naturally stands in (he way to getiing, candidates : the Directorate  state
that they want only graduates, M. A s and M. Sc.s with the B, T. Degree.
In view of the great number of schools and colleges, Government and semi-
Government, in the plains districts of Assam, which have opened up broad
avenues of employment it is difficult 10 get even graduates, M. /
M. Sc.’s without the training qualification,
emoluments offered by the Agency Administration do ¢ also make any
marked difference with what is offered by the Assam Education Services and
the Government-aided institutions, We do not say that the Directorate should
not attempt to have as many *“rained” teachers as they can. But we do not
understand why one and all teachers should be “traiped”
They can be given the required training in (he B, 4%
University or the Postgraduate Trai
Agency Administration desire,
Assam, where High Schools are still under Gauhati University,

The present arrangement for letting the non-Assatocse teachers of
the Agency have a knowledge of the Assamese language also does not seem
to be adequate as there js no regular course of training in the subject. A
simple pass in Assamese in the Matriculation
4an  excuse for the cquipment of »
medium of that language particularly j

s and
The scales of pay and other

at the bcginning.
Class at Gauhagi
ning College at Jorhat as and when the
Tt is this practice that is now obtaining in

Examination i, perhaps only
teacher to teach through the
n the Jower classes. It would not
ceriainly be happy to give people a deformed language,

, and that through
academic machinery.

Assamese script for the tribal language text-books,

We addressed you as far back as the 1th
subject.  We had than learnt with some surprise that
languages of the Agency were being prepared in th
This adoption of Devanagari appears to have been planned long before
the enunciation of the policy of gradual introduction of Assamese as medium
of instruction, when Hindj was supposed to take that place all over the
Agency. (1) Now that Assamese has been adopted as the medium, there
must be a corresponding change in the matter of the script for the tribal
languages, (2) These language have much affinity and many common
clements with Assamese, No hiatus should therefore, be created in the
matter of the script between the two, (3) The North East Frontjer
children will have to make an carly beginning with their own tribal
and Assamese, which is already very wi

February 1960 on this
text-books in the tribal
¢ Devanageri script.

Agency
tongue
dely spoken among them side by side

3

hasha.
—perhaps a little carlier than the Rashtrabhas!

i ri
with their own dialects, n of Devanaga

A & 0 prescriptio!
iy besyloxent Uirolgh I own scHprans R0 RIECH Agency studenty
e 1;Ibcndvimblc. because the North-East P
i Wou' the choice at a stage to take up Assamese i1 e
should ha\eb : in Assam. We, therefore, suggested in
¥ i thren in 3
like their bre

N beginning the
R 5 t ht from the beg
¥ youltand the (Apency Shdminincapon Sl S SRR R help them

5 2 se script. i %
1 age primers should be in the .\ss.nnf Wik il
Angas ledge of the / 1
i BY:¥ 3 o Jlasses
I g e L the. yoediam of imsicvoton in the High Shool C
ediu

m ¢ iv ;. ere
Sl Examination under Gauhati University. Th
1 1 Xar 2
Matriculation
and for the

is also a psychological factor in the matte cr y t perhaps
h hich may not perh
tter of script w!
1 i n
be overlooked and which may perhaps be understood with a reference to
the difference 10( outlook between the Mikirs, who read their mother-tongue

ill tribes with their
ript on the one side aud the other hill
i e scri 5
in the Assames
Roman script on the other.

Conclusions

k 5 ooy
1n the light of the abov i i tion of the need for a national
ig above and in considera : h : d X
o tent, we, on behalf of ‘this literary organisation
d content, we,

frontiorithat 18 happy a0 uld request that you may be pleased to issue
wo

f Assam,
of the people of e
necessary instructions to proper guarte B s e
i the insistence on the oq e
i Rla:ccmi(ing teachers for the N.E.F.A. uchool's, n: 2) e
ik ements for deputing teachers to the llJn‘wvcm iyn e
sr:::iiing in the science of teaching (B. T, ':rau)n:-ng g
ITcaching and Trainiog in Geogaophy Teac ung(, 5 S
: ic @ ments with Gauhatu
i ropcr academic arrange : ik
& ‘f’ m:l:-ci:\p:)ning training to non-Assamese teachers in teaf
sity fo 2 ;
Assamese or through Assamese ; Sl e
y imers in ¢
the N. E. F. A, language pr
(iii) to make

in place of Devanagari.

Yours faithfully,
Trailokyanath Goswami,
President
Maheswar Neog,
General Secretary
Atulchandra Hazarika
Harendranath Barua
Khanindrachandra Barua
Narendranath Sarma
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ASAM SAHITYA SABHA
June 4, 1961

Shri Lal Bahadur Shastri
Home Minister, Government of India
Camp Gauhati

Subject : The Assam Official Language Act 1960 and its aftermath

Dear Sir,

On behalf of Asam Sahitya Sabha, the oldest literary and cultural
organisation of the people of Assam, we beg to lay the following few lines on
the above subject before you.

1. During your few days’ stay in Assam you have been, we are sure,
fully acquainted with the language issue in the State. You have also
possibly realised how the action of the Sangram Parishad of Cachar h.as
disturbed peace in this State in general and how, in particular, normal life
in that district has been shaken to the very bones by the same action.

2. We believe that the Assam Official Language Act 1060 has been
so drafted as to make very ample provisions of reasonable safeguards for the
linguistic minorities including the Bengali speaking people of Cachar 1In
our considered opininon no question of amendment of any of the clauses
of the Act does arise at all.  As a matter of fact, the Assam Official Language
Act 1960 has not fully met demands of the Assamese people ; but having
regard to the special probleme of Assam, the Assamese people have accepted
the Act as a sort of compromise.

3. We submit that if the Bengali speaking people of Cachar have
any reasonahle grievance against the Assam Official Language Act 1960,
they are surely at liberty to teck redress under Article 347 of the Constitution
of India by petitioning to the President or, in the alternative, to voice their
opinion for amendment of the Act on the floor of Assam Legislative Assembly.
We strongly feel that the Cachar people have ignored all democratic and

5

constitutianal ways and have, on the contrary, started a so-called satyagraha
under the name of militant organisation styled as Sangram Parishad, to which
cven the Congressmen of the district also have unfortunately succumbed.

4. It can in no way be admitted that this Sangram Parishad
represents fully the public opinion in Cachar, for there are rome twenty

purely Assamese villages in the district, and the indigenous  Muslims,

M. 1

ipuris, Kacharis, teag; labourers and others who do not at all support
the demand for Bengali as an official language ; nor do (hese people dream
of a Purvachala,

5. It is our considered view, Sir, that the decision of the Nikhil
Asam Bangabhasa-bhasi Samiti to observe an All Assam Demands Day
is intended to bring about tension and unrest throughout the State. Although
on your specific request the sponsors of the Demands Day have deferred its
observance, it is feared that the threat itself will react badly on other linguistic
groups such as those speaking As:amese, Hindi and Manipuri.

6. We need hardly refer to the very provocative writings of the
Calcutta papers and the constant incitements provided by unrestrained
utterances of the West Bengal leaders since this dismal fact is only too well-
known to you. We have reasons to believe that if this attitude of the Calcutta
papers and Bengal Leaders against the Government of Assam and the Assamese
people does not change, its repercussion on the peace-loving Assamese people
may prove very disquicting indeed.

In the circumstance as above, Sir, we beg to submit that the

Assam Official Language Act 1960, which was lawfully enacted and

properly assented to by the Governor of Assam and the President

of India should be allowed to function according to its provisons,
as the postponement of the solution of this very important question
for one more year as suggested by our revered Prime Minister will,
in our opinion, worsen the situation instead of improving it ;

and that for the sake of peace and justice the Calcutta papers
and the West Bengal lcaders should be persuaded to refrain from
their present campaign of vilification of the Government of Assam
and the Assamese people.

Yours faithfully,
Biswanarayan Shastri
Satischandra Kakati
Harendranath Barua
Atulchandra Hazarika
Raghunath Chowdhary
Nalinibala Devi
Maheswar Neog
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